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 Remembering 
HARLEY

�)�N���-�E�M�O�R�Y
L to R: David Buttle, 2000-2001 ICS 
President; Alan Burrows, current ICS 
Secretary; Harley McGatha, ICS 
President 1998-99 and CFF President 
2004 -2009; and Dave Fitzgerald, cur-
rent ICS President, at the 2007 ICS 
Convention in Tacoma, Wash.
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My close friend, Harley McGatha, 
passed away April 5, 2009 from 
injuries sustained in an accident 
in his 7HC Champ while departing 

his home airport in Centre, Ala. on April 4. 

Harley served as ICS Treasurer 1996-97, 
ICS President 1998-99 and CFF President 
2004-2009. Additionally, he served as presi-
dent of his local EAA Chapter 890 in Fort 
Payne, Ala in 2006. He was a Flight Leader 
in the Young Eagles program, and flew more 
than 150 Young Eagles. He was also an 
active member in AOPA, EAA, Short Wing 
Piper Club, and the Sea Plane Pilots 
Association, and served as a Civil Air Patrol 
Officer. I think the only thing Harley enjoyed 
more than flying, was sharing his love for 
flying with others. 

My wife, Linda, and I first met Harley and 
his lovely wife, Alecia, when we both 
attended our first ICS Convention in 
Orlando, Fla. in 1995. We have been good 
friends ever since that time and have made 
many enjoyable trips together. In 1999, 
Harley and I flew over the North Atlantic by 
way of Narsarsuaq, Greenland and 
Reykjavík, Iceland to the ICS Convention 
in Cambridge, England. This was probably 
the highlight of our flying careers, with an 
approach down to minimums at Narsarsuaq. 
Since that time, we have made many jour-
neys together to ICS Board meetings, ICS 
fly-ins, Oshkosh, Sun ‘n Fun and the AOPA 
Expo, to mention a few.  

 Remembering 
�)�N���-�E�M�O�R�Y

Harley always used his outstanding 
personality and big smile to try and 
make everyone feel welcome. One of his 
favorite things to do was to go to the 
airport to greet the pilots and passen-
gers as they arrived for a fly-in. He 
really enjoyed flying Young Eagles and 
felt it was one of the most rewarding 
things a pilot could do. He touched the 
lives of many of us in the ICS and 
shared his exceptional personality with 
everyone. He will always be remembered 
as one of ICS’s serving and energetic 
personalities.

Harley, and wife, Alecia

Harley (left) and Dave ready to cross the North Atl antic in their survival suits.



�� �� �s��Comanche Flyer JUNE 2009

The McGatha family requested that in 
lieu of flowers at the funeral, donations 
be sent to the Comanche Flyer 
Foundation. If you’d like to do so, dona-
tions can still be made. Checks should 
be made out to CFF and sent to Hank 
Spellman, 111 Park Place, Lincoln, IL 
62656-1529. Secure donations may now 
also be made through the ICS Forum, 
CFF section, as set up recently by Tina 
Thumann, CFF Secretary/Treasurer. 

The following is a poem written by 
aviation poet Patrick J. Phillips, and read 
by Harley’s son, Thomas, at the funeral. 

Flyer’s Prayer
When this life I’m in is done,

And at the gates I stand,
My hope is that I answer all
His questions on command.

I doubt He’ll ask me of my fame,
Or all the things I knew,

Instead He’ll ask of rainbows sent
On rainy days I flew.

The hours logged, the status reached,
The ratings will not matter,

He’ll ask me if I saw the rays
And how He made them scatter.

Or what about the droplets clear,
I spread across your screen?

And did you see the twinkling eyes,
Of student pilots keen?

The way your heart jumped in your chest,
that special solo day,

Did you take time to thank the ones
Who fell along the way?

Remember how the runway lights
Looked one night long ago

When you were lost and found your way,
And how – you still don’t know?

How fast, how far, how much, how high?
He’ll ask me not these things

But did I take the time to watch
The moonbeams wash my wings?

And did you see the patchwork fields
And mountains I did mold,

The mirrored lakes and velvet hills,
Of these did I behold?

The wind he flung along my wings,
On final almost stalled,

And did I know it was His name,
That I so fearfully called?

And when the goals are reached at last,
When all the flying’s done,

I’ll answer Him with no regret �
Indeed I had some fun.

So when these things are asked of me,
And I can reach no higher,

My prayer this day – His hand extends
To welcome home a Flyer. 

(continued on page 8)

A view from the Comanche on Dave and Harley’s  
trip, flying over the Greenland ice cap.

Dave and Harley’s flight at minimums going into Nar sarsuaq.
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“A top-rated shop”
Aviation Consumer April ‘05

2-YEAR 500-HOUR WARRANTY
Recommended by Kas Thomas, Editor

TBO Advisor Magazine

Call Charlie or Herman 800-204-0735
�7�i�L�Ã�ˆ�Ì�i�\�Ê�â�i�«�…�Þ�À�i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�Ã�°�V�œ�“�Ê�U�Ê�
�‡�“�>�ˆ�•�\�Ê�â�i�«�…�Þ�À�i�˜�}�˜�J�>�œ�•�°�V�œ�“

ICS 12289 PA-30 N808N

F.A.A. Certified Repair Station VI4R597M

Custom Engine Overhaul
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If there is an airport in heaven, I’m 
sure Harley will be there on the ramp 
to greet us as we arrive.

Dave Fitzgerald,
ICS President, ICS #10297

_________________________________

Harley was an inspiration to everyone 
that met him. He never met a stranger. He 
faced every challenge with enthusiasm. 
His service to ICS and CFF established 
a standard for all future officers.

In 30 years, I never knew of Harley 
shying away from any request, or say-
ing an unkind word about anyone.

Harley was the kind of friend that 
everyone should experience at least 
once in a lifetime.

He will be missed.

Dale Vandever, ICS #2826

_________________________________

I first met Harley at the 2000 ICS 
convention in Galveston, and we soon 
became very good friends. He always 
enjoyed helping anyone, especially ICS 
members, any way he could. He contin-
ually volunteered to help where ever he 
was needed at the conventions and fly-ins. 
Harley always found the good in people 
and never spoke badly about anyone.

ICS has truly lost a vigorous sup-
porter. I treasure the memories of many 
times stopping in Centre, Ala. to pick him 
up before attending the Florida fly-ins 
for the day and then dropping him off 
at dusk before I headed home. I don’t 
believe I have met a nicer person than 
Harley McGatha.

Charlie Tripp, ICS #7191
Brownsville, Tenn.

_________________________________

Harley McGatha was a one in a mil-
lion great guy. He brought life to any 
room he entered and will be greatly 
missed by the society and fortunate 
people like me, who were his friends. 

This might have been what was heard 
over the radio early Sunday, April 5, 
the day Harley left us.

Controller: Good morning Harley 
McGatha. This is Birmingham Clearance 
delivery. You are cleared direct to 
heaven via the Good Guy 1 Departure. 
Climb and maintain an altitude that 
allows you good visibility to watch over 

(continued from page 6)
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Help Us Get to Know You!
Order an ICS Name Badge Today

Wear an ICS name badge at fly-ins, air shows and all aviation events. Actual size is 2 X 3 inches. 
Blue on white plastic with 3-color ICS logo. $8 includes shipping in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Overseas, add $1 per order.

For additional badges, use this format on plain paper.

Enclosed is $_______________ for _____ badges
Type or print CLEARLY (What we see is what you’ll get.)

1. Nickname____________________________________________________________________

2. Name _______________________________________________________________________

3. City & State __________________________________________________________________

4. Plane #_________________ Tribe ______________________ ICS # ____________________
Nonmembers should leave ICS # blank or show crew title.

Choice for above badge (circle one)        SAFETY PIN      ALLIGATOR CLIP

Please make checks payable to Doris Click and send to: 228 Doolittle St., Orlando, FL 32839-1474

your family and many friends. 
Departure frequency will be through 
our thoughts and prayers. Squawk 
1200. Good day Sir, and God bless.

Rob Mudd, ICS #15315

_________________________________

One thing you can say about Harley 
McGatha is you could always look up to 
him – especially if you were less than 
six feet tall. He had an enormous 
amount of energy – always on the go.

Harley and Rob singing karaoke on 2008 Convention Cruise.

Harley was full of spirit as evidenced by 
the talent he showed one evening during 
an impromptu talent show for his fellow 
Comanche Comrades and others last 
October aboard the Carnival Conquest. 
Who can forget Harley receiving a 
standing ovation for his performance? 
Several people had been called up on 
the stage by the ship’s performer and 
each were given a small part to sing, 
but when they got to Harley, he was 
ready, willing and able to belt out a 
song that brought down the house.

Through the years Harley served the 
Society well in many capacities and his 
enthusiasm served him well. We will 
miss him and his “can do” spirit.

Bernie Mazurek, ICS Vice President,
ICS #7947
and Sally Williams, ICS #15620

_________________________________

My wife, May and I first met Alecia 
and Harley at the ICS Vancouver 
Convention in 1998 and immediately 
became firm friends. A loving family 
man from Alabama who as a gentle 
giant lit up any room he entered, and 
who was absolutely devoted to ICS.

My memory of him with Alecia admir-
ingly watching him singing his favorite 
Karaoke songs at last year’s Convention 
made me proud to be his friend.

On behalf of the European Tribe, 
may we pass on our deep condolences 
to Alecia and their family.

Fly with the angels, Harley. You 
surely were one on this earth. Till we 
meet again.

Ernest Green, ICS # 11741,
EU Tribe 


